On March 28, 2010, Officers Timothy Simpson, Anthony Yates and Johnny Cruz-Gonzales responded to a heated domestic disturbance where a male could be heard making death threats toward the occupants of the residence. The Emergency Center dispatchers could hear the incident over an open telephone line during which time they heard the male speaking about death being declared, and also saying, “Tell the truth or I will kill her.”  The dispatcher told the officers they could hear a female in the background crying for help in Spanish.

Upon arrival the officers entered the residence and encountered a male suspect standing behind his wife in the threshold of a bathroom door.  The suspect had his left arm wrapped around the victim’s waist and his right arm around her upper body.  The suspect had a knife with a four-inch blade in his right hand, and the point of the knife pressed under the victim’s chin.

The officers could see blood on the victim’s hands as they ordered the suspect to drop the knife.  They believed the suspect had already wounded the victim.  The suspect continued to conceal himself behind the victim and began to pull her backwards into the small bathroom.  The officers recognized that the use of deadly or less lethal force was not an option at the time based on the suspect’s position behind the victim.

The suspect began to cut the victim’s throat at which time Officer Yates moved forward and grabbed the suspect’s hand that was holding the knife.  He pushed the victim and the suspect backwards into the bathroom causing them to fall to the floor.  Officer Yates struggled with the suspect to gain control of the knife as Officers Simpson and Cruz-Gonzalez attempted to free the victim.  During the struggle the suspect continually made attempts to stab the victim with the knife.

The suspect held onto the victim’s hair and the knife as he struggled with Officer Yates.  Officers Simpson and Yates began delivering blows to the back of the suspect’s head in an attempt to get him to release the victim and the knife.  Officer Cruz-Gonzalez simultaneously drew his Taser firing both probes into the suspect’s upper right back, which caused him to release the knife and the victim.

The victim sustained multiple lacerations to her face, hands and chest, and was transported to a local hospital for treatment.  The suspect sustained self-inflicted lacerations to his hands and leg.  He was treated at a local hospital then released and booked into the county jail for multiple charges including attempted murder.  

Officers Yates, Simpson and Cruz-Gonzalez quickly assessed the situation and reacted in a manner that without question saved the lives of the victim and suspect.
For their actions in this case, Officers Simpson and Cruz-Gonzalez will be awarded the Salinas Police Department Medal of Valor.  Officer Anthony Yates will receive the Salinas Police Department Medal of Honor.

